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Office of the Secretary, DOT § 215.5

§ 215.1 Applicability.
This part applies to all certified air

carriers, commuter air carriers, and
foreign direct air carriers and to initial
or amended applications for authority,
applications for certificate or permit
transfers or reissuances, and registra-
tion of business names.

§ 215.2 Purpose.
This part sets rules under which di-

rect air carriers may use the names in
their operating authorizations and
change those names. It further pro-
vides for notification to air carriers
that may be affected by the use by
other air carriers of the same or simi-
lar names. Its purpose is to place the
responsibility for resolving private dis-
putes about the use of similar names
with the air carriers involved, through
recourse to the trade names statutes
and the courts. These rules do not pre-
clude Department intervention or en-
forcement action should there be evi-
dence of a significant potential for, or
of actual, public confusion.

§ 215.3 Use of name.
In holding out to the public and in

performing air transportation services,
a direct air carrier or foreign direct air
carrier subject to this part shall use
only the name in which its operating
authorization is issued or trade name
is registered, and shall not operate or
hold out to the public in a name not
acknowledged by the Department to be
so registered. Except as provided in
§§ 221.21(J) and 221.35(d) of this chapter,
minor variations in the use of this
name, including abbreviations, con-
tractions, initial letters, or other vari-
ations of the name that are identifiable
with the authorized name, are per-
mitted. Slogans and service marks
shall not be considered names for the
purpose of this part, and their use is
not restricted.

§ 215.4 Change of name or use of trade
name.

(a) Registrations. Any air carrier sub-
ject to this part that desires to change
the name in which its operating au-
thorization has been issued, or to use a
trade name, or to obtain initial operat-
ing authority must register the name

with the Department. The Department
will construe any application for ini-
tial, reissued, or transferred authority,
a well as any commuter air carrier reg-
istration or amendment filed under
part 298, as containing a ‘‘registration’’
of the intended name. A separate name
registration document need not be
filed. A carrier registering use of a
trade name, without seeking
reissuance of its underlying certificate
or foreign air carrier permit or exemp-
tion authority, must file a statement
that complies with §§ 302.3 and 302.4 of
this chapter registering its intended
name with the Air Carrier Fitness Di-
vision if it is a U.S. certificated or
commuter carrier, or within the Li-
censing Division if it is a foreign air
carrier.

(b) Montreal Agreement. Each registra-
tion under this section shall be accom-
panied by three copies of a counterpart
to the Montreal Agreement (Agree-
ment 18900) (OST Form 4523) signed by
the carrier using the proposed name.
Upon arrival of the application, the De-
partment will place a copy of the
signed OST form 4523 in Docket 17325.

(Reporting and recordkeeping requirements
in paragraph (b) were approved by the Office
of Management and Budget under control
number 3024–0064.)

§ 215.5 Procedure in case of similarity
of names.

The Department will compare the
proposed name in any registration filed
under this part or in an application for
new, reissued, or transferred authority
with a list of names used by existing
certificated, commuter and foreign di-
rect air carriers. The Department will
notify the applicant of any other cer-
tificated, foreign or commuter carriers
that may have an identical or similar
name. The registrant must then notify
those carriers of its registration. The
notification will identify the applicant
and state its proposed name or the
name requested, area of operation or
proposed area of operation, type of
business, and other pertinent matters.
The registrant must then file a certifi-
cate of service of the notification with
the Department.
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